AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

The Group-IV method claims 30 to 33 are provisionally elected for further 
prosecution; please cancel composition claims 1, 2, 7 to 12, 14, 16, 17, 20, 21, 
and 44 to 49 without prejudice, add new claims 50 to 58, and amend claims 3, 4, 
6, 13, 15, 18, 19, 22 to 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 35, and 37 as follows: 

Claims 1 to 2. (canceled) 

3. (currently amended) The cosmetic composition as defined in claim [[1]]_57, 
wherein the pH is from 3.5 to 8. 

4. (currently amended) The cosmetic composition as defined in claim fflll 57. 
wherein the composition Is a hair treatment composition. 

Claim 5. (canceled) 

6. (currently amended) The cosmetic composition as defined in claim [[111 57. 
wherein the ascorbate oxidase onzvmo belongs to the Enzyme Commission 
class [1 .10.3.3 1 and is of plant origin . 

Claims 7 to 12. (canceled) 

13. (currently amended) The cosmetic composition as defined in claim [[111 57. 
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wherein the ascorbate oxidase onzvm e is stabillzecl by an enzyme stabilizing 
substance and said enzyme stabilizing substance is selected fronn the group 
consisting of buffers, glycerol, polyhydroxy compounds, metal chelating agents, 
thiols, polyethylene glycol and nonreactive proteins. 

Claim 14. (canceled) 

15. (currently amended) The cosmetic composition as defined in claim [[1411 57. 
wherein the ascorbate oxidase is covalentiv attached immobilization i s made by 
covalont l y attaching tho onzyme t o a solid support and said solid support Is 
selected from the group consisting of microparticles of surface-modified silica, 
alumina, glass, oxirane-modified polymethacrylate, carboxyalkylcellulose, 
aminoalkylsilica, aminoalkyi glass, aminoalkyi cellulose, carboxyalkyi cellulose, 
dialkylamino-substituted cellulose, polyethylene glycol, polyacrylic acid, polyvinyl 
alcohol, polyethyleneimine, dextran, gelatin and uricase. 

Claims 16 and 17. (canceled) 

18. (currently amended) The cosmetic composition defined in claim [[1]]_57, 
wherein said at least one compound is present as an anhydrous powder, a 
granulate, a coated material, a tablet, or Is micro-encapsulated. 

19. (currently amended) The cosmetic composition as defined in claim [[111.57, 
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wherein the at Ipact ««« 

leas, one cosn,e.io ingredient is selected tron, the g™uo 

Wters, betame, lanolin, lanolin derivatives protein 



Claims 20 to 21. (canceled) 

22. (currently amended) The cosmpf.v 

^ cosmetic composition as defined in claim ffi ii ^7 
consisting of a hair fiVinn ^« • tf 1 JJ-57, 

ha,rf™ng co.posrtion for pennanen«y si,aping hair. 

23. (currently amended) The co.sm»«. 

— gotana.eolso.r^ ""^^^^^^^^ 

-(o..entl.an,ended,..ethod,orprepahngareadHo.secos.e. 
composition for oxidative treatment of skin „ k ■ 

^^'^ """Prising the 



OOP™vidingacomponent(B)comprisingans_.„< 



.ascorbate 
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oxidase that r^tnlY 7es.eBzyB,e.^aa^B^yH,^^at^ enzymatic oxidation of 
said at least one oompound-aB4.=eneisfct^te,,^xyg6n^^^ 
exi4as6; 

(iii) providing a component (C) comprising oxygen; 

(iv) mixing the component (A) and the component (B) for about 1 minute to 
about 20 minutes before application to the skin or the hair to form a mixture; and 

(V) mixing the.component (C) intensely with the mixture of the component 
(A) and the component (B) so as to form dphyH..oscorbln .niH in ... ...... 

use composition bv said pn^ymatic nyidptinn 

25. (currently amended) A method for preparing a ready-to-use cosmetic 
composition for the oxidative treatment of skin or hair, said method comprising 
the steps of: 

(i) providing a component (A'), said component (A') comprising in dry solid 

form: 

at least one compound selected from the group consisting of ascorbic 
acid, ascorbic acid derivatives and ascorbic acid salts; 
an enzyme that catalyzes enzymatic oxidation of said at least one 
compound and that consists of an oxygen-utilizing ascorbate oxidase; and 
at least one cosmetic ingredient; 

(ii) providing a component (B'), said component (B") comprising an 
aqueous or aqueous-alcoholic composition; 

(iii) providing a component (C") comprising oxygen; 
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(iv) mixing the component (A') and the component (B') for about 1 minute 
to about 20 minutes before application to the skin or the hair to form a mixture; 
and 

(v) allowing component (C) to come into contact intensely with the mixture 
of the component (A') and the component (B') so as to form dehvdroascorbic acid 
in the readv-to-use co mposition bv said enzvmatic oxidation . 

26. (currently amended) The method as defined in claim 24 or 25, wherein the 
component (C) and said component (C) are each oxygnn \r. prnnont in thn fnrm 
of-air, purified oxygen gas, an oxygen containing mixture or an_any other oxygen 
gas releasing compound. 

27. (previously presented) The method as defined In claim 24 or 25, wherein said 
allowing of said component (C) or said component (C) to come Into contact 
intensely with said mixture is carried out in a pressurized container. 

28. (currently amended) The method as defined in claim 24 or 25, wherein said 
allowing of said component (C) or said component (C) to come Into contact 
intensely with said mixture is carried out in the_presence of a solution of one or 
more anionic, cationic, zwitterlonic or nonionic surfactants appropriate to provide 
an oxygenated foam. 

Claim 29. (canceled) 
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aoid, ascc*. acid .enVatives an. asco*. I ~ 
^^^^^^^^^ ascorb. acd saNU,..,,,,,^.,^,,^,,^^^ 

cosmetic composition to thek^^^^^ ^'^'^'"^ ^^''^ 

a(c)J] (diaiiowing said cosmetic composition^^oM,^^ 

^^^^rbicacid to act on the keratin fn J^^QOihedei^hd^ 

"® '^®'^^tin for a sufficient time tn norf« 
totment. and then '"^"-^^^^^tesaidox^ 

(d) rinsing the l^eratin. 



31. (previously presented) The 



Keraiin is hair. 



method as defined in claim 30, 



in which the 



32. (currently amended) The method o w . 

NJ a^ox,da«ve post .eat^en. of reduced hair in a 
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P^oess Of permanent Shaping Of the hair. 



33.(Previous,ypresen.e.)Then,e.ho<,as.efi„e..,3i.30. . 
sufficient time in sten (n^ ■ . ■ ""^'^^ *he 

-.ep(o),sf..3hou.5.inu.es.oa5ou.25..u.es. 
34. (currently amended) A method fo 

-P^ising .he s,ep3 of! "^"'"^ ~ 

a) bringing the hair into a desired Shape- 
applying a Ke^tin-reduoing composition to the hair and „ 
^e-«n.reduoing composition to act on the ha- r ' 
'^epen.anentshapingof«,ehair,. °'-«°" -^cientfor 

=)^^n3ing.hehairaftertheapp,ingand.hea„o.ngofs.eph,- 

^)P-.dingancxida.,Vehairfixingcon,position; 

e) after the rinsing Of steoH , • 

9 or step c), applying said oxidative hair fivin. 

composition to the hair pnw 

hair and allowing said oxidative hair fiv/n. 

-thehalrforatlmesufficlentforflxin.ofth h 

ror nxing of the ha r in the de«?ir«H 

')a«er.heapp„ngandthea,iowingofstepe, 
w^ich said o>a-da,ive hairr^in ' 

-pound seieced fro. th """"''^ ^ - 

from the group consisting of ascorbic aCH . 
u«nvatlves and ascortjic adri ^'^'^ 

oxidase ,hatca.aiy.e '^^"°~^'"^~ 

cataly.es enzymatic oxidation of said at least on. 
^^^^^iMyte^^Sti^ "-.oneoompound^ 

and at ieast one cosmetic Ingredient. 
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35. (currently amended) A method for permanently waving hair, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

a) bringing the hair into a desired shape; 

b) applying a keratin-reducing composition to the hair and allowing the 
l<eratln-reducing composition to act on the hair for a period of action sufficient for 
the permanent waving of the hair; 

c) rinsing the hair after step b); 

d) providing an oxidative hair fixing composition; 

e) after the rinsing of step c), applying said oxidative composition as a 
pre-fixing composition to the hair and allowing said oxidative pre-fixing 
composition to act on the hair for a time sufficient for pre-fixing the hair; and 

f) after the pre-fixing of the hair of step e), treating of the hair with an 
oxidative post-fixing composition for post-fixing the hair, said oxidative post-fixing 
composition containing from 0.1 to 1 percent by weight of hydrogen peroxide or 
from 1 to 5 percent by weight of bromate as oxidizing agent; 

in which said oxidative hair fixing composition comprises at least one 
compound selected from the group consisting of ascorbic acid, ascorbic acid 
derivatives and ascorbic acid salts: oxvgen: an oxygen-utilizing ascorbate 
oxidase that catalyzes enzymatic oxidation of said at least one compoundjvith 
said oxygen to form dehvdroascorbic acid: the dehvdroascorbic acid formed bv 
said enzvmatic oxidation: and at least one cosmetic ingredient. 
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oomposition is a solution and has a pH of 3.5 to 9. 

37. amended) The ™o oo„n as .e«ne. in .ai. sr 

Wherein sai.a.,eas.onecosn,eticin.eaient,sat,eas.onawe.tin.a«entor 
e™u,siflerse,ec,e<i.o. the group consisung Of cationicsurt^ce-activa 

substances, anionic surfaoe^oave substances, amphoteric surt.ce.cive 
substances and nonionic surface-active substances. 

38. (previousiy presented) The cosmetic co.posi«on as defined in .ai. sr 

Wherein said atieastone wetting agentoremuisifier is seiacted fro. the g.up 

c— goffatt.a,coho,suifates,fa«.aicoho,ethersu,fa.es,a,Msu,fonates, 
ben.ena.suifates, „a. ammoniu™ saits, aiMbetaines, e.ox,a.ed 
alMphenois, fatty acid aiKanoia.ides and ethoxyiated ...ty esters. 

39. (previously presented) The cosmetic composition as defined in Cairn 1 g 
Wherein said thickening agents comprise bentonite, ^oiin, fatty acids, sta.! 

."argum,fattya,coho,s,poiyac.,icaoid,poiyacr.icacidderiva.ves,ce,iu,o:e 
denvatives, alginates, petrolatum and pa^mn oils. 

40. (previously presented) The cosmetic composition as defined in .aim 19 
— said aicohois comprise ethanoi, propanoi, isopropanoi, eth.ene giy.,, 
1.2-d,hyd,oxypropane, 1,3-<iihyd«pane, 1,2^lhydroxybu,ane, 
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1.3-dihydroxybutane, 1,4-dihyclroxybutane, 1 .2-dihydroxypentane, 
1,3-dihydroxypentane, 1 .4-dihydroxypentane. 1 ,5-dihydroxypentane and 
glycerol. 



41. (previously presented) The cosmetic composition as defined in claim 19. 
wherein said hair care components comprise cationic polymers, silicone 
polymers and cationic silicone polymers. 

42. (previously presented) The cosmetic composition as defined in claim 19, 
wherein said opacifiers comprise polyethylene glycol estere. 

43. (previously presented) The cosmetic composition as defined in claim 13, 
wherein said enzyme stabilizing substance is one of said buffers. 



Claims 44 to 49. (canceled) 



50. (new) The method as defined in claim 30, wherein said cosmetic composition 
contains from 0.1 to 20 percent by weight of said at least one compound and 
from 1 to 2000 ppm of said oxygen-utilizing ascorbate enzyme. 

51 . (new) The method as defined in claim 30, wherein said cosmetic composition 
applied to the keratin has a pH from 3.5 to 8. 
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52. (new) The method as defined in claim 51, wherein said cosmetic composition 
contains a buffer. 

53. (new) The method as defined in claim 51, wherein said cosmetic composition 
contains a surfactant and said adding of said oxygen includes producing an 
oxygen-containing foam with the help of said surfactant. 

54. (new) The method as defined in claim 51, wherein said at least one cosmetic 
ingredient comprises perfume oil, a surface-active substance and a buffer. 

55. (new) The method as defined in claim 34, wherein said oxidative hair fixing 
composition has a pH of 3.5 to 8 and contains perfume oil, a buffer, from 0.1 to 
20 percent by weight of said at least one compound, and from 1 to 2000 ppm of 
said oxygen-utilizing ascorbate enzyme. 

56. (new) The method as defined in claim 35, wherein said oxidative hair fixing 
composition has a pH of 3.5 to 8 and contains a buffer, perfume oil, a surfactant, 
and 0.2 to 30 % by weight of an emulsifier or wetting agent, from 0.1 to 20 
percent by weight of said at least one compound, and from 1 to 2000 ppm of said 
oxygen-utilizing ascorbate enzyme. 

57. (new) A ready-to-use cosmetic composition comprising 

(a) from 0.1 to 20 % by weight of at least one compound selected from the 
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group consisting of ascorbic acid, ascorbic acid derivatives and ascorbic 
acid salts; 

(b) from 1 to 2000 ppm of an oxygen-utilizing ascorbate oxidase that 
catalyzes enzymatic oxidation of said at least one compound; 

(c) oxygen; 

(d) dehydroascorbic acid formed by said enzymatic oxidation of said at 
least one compound with said oxygen in the presence of said ascorbate oxidase; 
and 

(e) at least one cosmetic ingredient. 

58. (new) The composition as defined in claim 57, containing from 0.5 to 10 
percent by weight of said at least one compound and from 2 to 500 ppm of said 
ascorbate oxidase. 
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